
Each year, UChicago students pursue careers 
and internships across government, public 
policy, law, international affairs, and private 
organizations. From Capitol Hill to major 
consultancies, UChicago students apply 
rigorous analytical training to real-
world challenges.
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JEFF METCALF INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
UChicago’s Metcalf Program provides paid, substantive 
internships for students in the College. In the 2024-2025 
academic year, students received more than 4,500 Metcalf 
internships across a highly diverse range of industries and 
geographic locations. Our Metcalf employer network includes 
employers across policy, think tank, social impact, and 
government sectors!  
  
Students with Political Science backgrounds have pursued 
opportunities with Metcalf employers such as: 
  
Foundations & Philantrophy: Heartland Alliance, Robinhood 
Foundation, Chicago Community Trust, Ford Foundation

Think Tanks: Atlantic Council, Council on Foreign Relations, 
Milken Institute, Chicago Council on Global Affairs
 

Local Government: Cook County Assessor’s Office, Illinois State 
Treasurer’s Office, Illinois Economic Development Corporation, 
Illinois Senate

CAREER COURSES
Students can participate in career courses for national security 
and policy, which provide a comprehensive introduction to the 
national security, government, and policy fields, covering diverse 
pathways such as intelligence, cybersecurity, government, policy, 
and defense-related industries. Students gain both foundational 
knowledge and practical skills through industry overviews, 
deep dives into specialized sectors, hands-on experiences, and 
targeted preparation for recruiting processes such as networking, 
interviews, and security clearances. Together, the programs equip 
participants with the strategic insight, technical exposure, and 
career readiness needed to pursue roles across public and private 
national security organizations.

GO ANYWHERE WITH A DEGREE IN POLITICAL SCIENCE
A degree in political science from UChicago introduces students to a variety of career paths, ranging from business, government, think tanks, 
journalism, national security, public policy and more. Many graduates decide to further their students by pursuing a PhD program or graduate 
studies in law, business, policy and more. Here are just some of the resources at the Office of Career Advancement that can help translate your 
political science background to a meaningful career:

1212 East 59th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60637-5416
T 773.702.7040
F 773.834.2277

For more information, please visit us online at:
careeradvancement.uchicago.edu

UCHICAGO: 

WHERE FUTURE 
LEADERS ARE 
MADE

COMPETITIONS
Policy Competitions allow students to build and strengthen their policy 
research and analytical skills in order to stand out in the job market. For these 
quarterly competitions, students work in teams to design a policy proposal 
addressing a challenge relevant to a specific policy area. Students present 
their proposals and are joined by an employer partner. These are great 
opportunities to build policy research, analysis, and presentation skills while 
networking with employers!

Foreign Policy and International Relations Competition
In the Fall Quarter, students will design a policy proposal addressing a 
challenge relevant to U.S. foreign policy and international affairs. Students will 
present their research and findings to an employer partner.

Global Trade, Strategic Economics & Security Policy Competition
In the Winter Quarter, students will work in teams to develop a policy proposal 
focused on how U.S. policymakers can promote international trade and 
strengthen geopolitical stability. Students will present their research and 
findings to an employer partner.

Impact Competition
UChicago’s Impact Competition is a case competition that allows students 
to brainstorm effective solutions for the most pressing issues affecting the 
communities they live in. Students who compete in the Impact Competition 
give an in-person presentations in front of a panel of judges. The winning team 
will have the opportunity to implement their policy solution in collaboration 
with a social impact employer partner. 

EMPLOYER CAREER TREKS
Career treks bring groups of students to visit employers, build their 
professional network, and learn how they can be top candidates for 
internships and full-time jobs throughout the U.S. and around the world. 
Students on previous policy and government treks have engaged with think 
tanks, government, foundations and social impact organizations in Chicago, 
Washington, D.C. and Springfield, IL!

http://careeradvancement.uchicago.edu
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